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The Commontwealth of Massachusetts

In the Year Two Thousand and Nine

AN ACT TO REFORM PUNITIVE SUSPENSION FROM THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE
COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

Section 1. Section 37h of chapter 71 of the general laws is hereby amended by
adding the following paragraph:

When a student is punitively suspended from school under the provisions of this section, the
length of that suspension shall be served in mandatory community service. A completed day of
suspension shall consist of a minimum of four hours of supervised and documented service. The
policies and procedures for the supervision and completion of said disciplinary service shall be
published with the rest of the policies required by this chapter.



